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INTRODUCTION


What kind of reputation do you have among your family, your friends, your neighbors, your co-workers? What do people say about you when you are present? What do they say about you when you are absent? What people say about you reflects your reputation. In Othello, Shakespeare writes that the man who steals another’s purse steals nothing. It is little more than trash. However, the person who steals another’s reputation takes that which does not make the thief richer but leaves the victim poorer indeed. Reputation is important. It is our legacy—what we leave behind for others—when we die. Ruth understood the value of having a good reputation. So did Boaz. Let us think about leaving something for others.

I.
RUTH’S LEGACY OF LEAVING SOMETHING FOR OTHERS

1. Ruth left her family and homeland to take care of her mother-in-law.

(1) A series of crises left them lonely together.

(2) Ruth spoke of commitment that is often repeated at weddings (1:16-17).

2. Ruth’s reputation was known to others because of the beauty of her actions.

(1) Boaz heard about her from others who had heard about her.

(2) Boaz heard about her reputation and praised her for her actions.

3. Ruth left something for others in terms of their physical needs.

(1) She gathered and prepared food for herself.

(2) She left something for her mother-in-law, who was unable to care for herself.

Ruth had a kind heart that caused her to leave something for others. She left food for others who were in need. Also, she left something for others that was far more important: It was her faithfulness to duty, to others, and to God. She had a reputation that she would leave behind at death that would challenge and inspire those who heard about her. What a legacy! What a woman!

II.
BOAZ’S LEGACY OF LEAVING SOMETHING FOR OTHERS

1. Boaz helped those who were in need.

(1) Boaz invited Ruth to work in his own fields.

(2) Boaz instructed his male workers not to touch her.

2. Boaz instructed his workers not to hinder her.

(1) Boaz gave orders to his men to allow her to work wherever she chose.

(2) Boaz gave orders to his workers not to embarrass her.

3. Boaz instructed his workers to help her.

(1) Boaz gave orders to his workers to leave some stalks behind for her.

(2) Boaz gave orders not to rebuke (or discourage) her.

Boaz was a man with a reputation for showing kindness to others in need. He was a man who had authority and used it to help others, not take advantage of them. He had a sympathetic heart for those who were faithful to duty, to others, and to God. He felt the pain of others and sought to encourage them. Like Jesus, Boaz was a kinsman-redeemer. He took upon himself the struggles of others. What a legacy! What a man!
CONCLUSION


Ruth and Boaz left behind a great legacy. They shall always be remembered for their faithfulness to duty, to others, and to God. They left behind something for others. They also became husband and wife, and they are remembered as ancestors of our Lord Jesus Christ. Yes, a foreigner! Yes, a second marriage! Man may say “No!” but God says “Yes!” There can be no doubt that faithfulness is rewarded.

Illustration:  Robert Peterson, Wendy, and the Sandpiper

What kind of legacy will you leave when you die? What kind of reputation do you now have? Are you generous and kind? Are you leaving something for others? 

